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Manila was a rarity within the Spanish empire: it was the only Spanish colonial seaport to trade 
with foreign countries and welcome foreign ships. In the last quarter of the seventeenth century, 
Armenian merchants gained a foothold in the international trade of Spanish Manila. Until then, 
the Chinese had totally controlled textile imports (mainly silks) to Manila, but around 1680, 
Spanish merchants began to complain about the lower quality of Chinese products. To an 
extent, Armenian and Indian merchants filled this market gap with cotton textiles and silks 
from Coromandel and Bengal. Although the Chinese remained the leading foreign merchant 
community in Manila during the eighteenth century, Armenians and Indians increased their 
presence and importance in relative terms. Their trade became indispensable in providing the 
cargo of the Manila galleon that navigated to Acapulco (Mexico) every year. However, as 
schismatics and infidels, they raised the suspicion of the ecclesiastical authorities and were 
sometimes persecuted and expelled. The paper will provide an overview of this love and hate 
story. 
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